BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
tation: if he does not get the better, he is miserably vexed.'
Johnson's own superlative power of wit set him above any
risk of such uneasiness. Garrick had remarked to me of him,
a few days before, 'Rabelais and all other wits are nothing
compared with him. You may be diverted by them; but
Johnson gives you a forcible hug, and shakes laughter out of
you, whether you will or no.'
Goldsmith, however, was often very fortunate in his witty
contests, even when he entered the lists with Johnson him-
self. Sir Joshua Reynolds was in company with them one
day, when Goldsmith said, that he thought he could write
a good fable, mentioned the simplicity which that kind of
composition requires, and observed, that in most fables the
animals introduced seldom talk in character. Tor instance,
(said he,) the fable of the little fishes, who saw birds fly over
their heads, and envying them, petitioned Jupiter to be
changed into birds. The skill (continued he,) consists in
making them talk like little fishes.' While he indulged him-
self in this fanciful reverie, he observed Johnson shaking his
sides, and laughing. Upon which he smartly proceeded,
*Why, Dr Johnson, this is not so easy as you seem to think;
for if you were to make little fishes talk, they would talk
like WHALES.*
On Friday, April 30,1 dined with him at Mr Beauclerk's,
where were Lord Charlemont, Sir Joshua Reynolds, and
some more members of the LITERARY CLUB, whom he had
obligingly invited to meet me, as I was this evening to be
balloted for as candidate for admission into that dis-
tinguished society. Johnson had done me the honour to pro-
pose me, and Beauclerk was very zealous for me.
Goldsmith being mentioned; JOHNSON. elt is amazing
how little Goldsmith knows. He seldom comes where he is not
more ignorant than any one else.' SIR JOSHUA REY-
NOLDS. Yet there is no man whose company is more
liked.' JOHNSON. To be sure, Sir. When people find a man
of the most distinguished abilities as a writer, their in-
feriour while he is with them, it must be highly gratifying to
them. What Goldsmith comically says of himself is very
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